
Sustainable 
Groundwater 
Management 
Act



Agenda
1. Welcome 
2. Introductions
3. Presentation on Groundwater 

and Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act

4. Questions/Answer
5. Open House



Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act of 2014

A”A central feature of these 
bills is the recognition that 

groundwater management 
in California is best 

accomplished locally.”
Governor Jerry Brown, 2014



Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act Terms

GSP = Groundwater Sustainability Plan

GSA = Groundwater Sustainability Agency

SGMA = Sustainable Groundwater Management Act



Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act Timeline

June 30, 2017 
Groundwater Sustainability 
Agencies must be formed.

January 31, 2020
Groundwater Sustainability 
Plans must be submitted

January 31, 2040
Delta-Mendota Subbasin 

must achieve sustainability.



Undesirable Results

1) Chronic lowering of groundwater levels. 

2) Significant and unreasonable reduction of groundwater storage.

3) Significant and unreasonable seawater intrusion.

4) Significant and unreasonable degraded water quality, including the 
migration of contaminant plumes that impair water supplies.

5) Significant and unreasonable land subsidence that substantially 
interferes with surface land uses.

6) Depletions of interconnected surface water that has significant and 
unreasonable adverse impacts on beneficial uses of the surface water.



Groundwater
Sustainability
Agencies –
Fresno 
County



Groundwater
Sustainability
Agencies –
Merced 
County



Groundwater
Sustainability
Agencies –
Stanislaus 
County



Groundwater Sustainability 
Plans

6 Coordinated
Groundwater 

Sustainability Plans



Groundwater Sustainability 
Plans must include:

 Description of plan area
 Groundwater conditions
 Water budget
 Managements areas
 Sustainability goals
 Description of undesirable results
 Measurable objectives
 Description of monitoring protocols and data 

management
 Description of projects to achieve sustainability



Next Steps
Fall 2018

Public Workshop #2: Water 
Budget and Groundwater 

Monitoring
Winter 2018

Public Workshop #3: Sustainable 
Management Goals and Criteria

Spring 2019
Public Workshop #4: 

Groundwater Projects and 
Management ActionsSept - Nov 2019

Public Review of Draft Groundwater 
Sustainability Plans

Dec – Jan 2020
Groundwater Sustainability 

Plans adopted.

Jan 31, 2020
Groundwater Sustainability Plans 

submitted to State.



How to get involved

 Talk to your local groundwater 
sustainability agency representative

 Sign-up for your local groundwater 
sustainability agency’s email list

 Attend public meetings and 
workshops

 Provide input on the groundwater 
sustainability plan

 Help us spread the word!



Questions?



Open House –
Meet Your Local 
Groundwater 
Sustainability 
Agency 
Representative


